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FOLLOWING ARE PERTINENT EXTRACTS FROM JULY 12 PRESS BRIEFING 

Q. TOM, DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING ON THE REPORTED DISPUTE 
BETWEEN THE WHITE HOUSE ADVISERS AND THE STATE DEPARTMENT ON 
THE SALE OF OIL DRILLING RIGS TO THE SOVIET UNION-AND 
COMPUTERS? 

A. NO. I DON’T HAVE TOO MUCH ON THAT. 
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LET ME SAY I JUST SAW A STATUTE HERE THIS MORNING. SECTION 
7-C OF THE EXPORT CONTROL ACT OF 1969, WHICH I THINK PRO- 
HIBITS ME FROM TALKING ABOUT SPECIFIC CASES. HOWEVER, THERE 
ARE A NUMBER OF OPTIONS UNDER CONSIDERATION. NO DECISION 
HAS YET BEEN REACHED ON THOSE TWO CASES WHICH I WAS ASKED 
ABOUT YESTERDAY. 
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Q. WHAT DOES IT MEAN? WHAT DOES A NUMBER OF OPTIONS MEAN? 
NUMBER OF OPTIONS TO SELL OR NOT SELL? 

A. A NUMBER OF OPTIONS ARE UNDER CONSIDERATION HAVING TO 

DO WITH THE AREA OF OUR COOPERATION WITH THE SOVIET UNION. 
THESE PARTS OF THE RELATIONSHIP. AS HAS BEEN INDICATED, ARE 
UNDER REVIEW NOW, AND WE ARE SIMPLY NOT GOING TO GET INTO 
THE DISCUSSION OF SPECIFIC OPTIONS. 

Q. CAN YOU GO INTO MORE DETAIL THOUGH? WAS A FORMAL STUDY 
ORDERED? CAN YOU TELL US WHEN IT WAS ORDERED, AND WHO WAS 
CARRYING IT OUT? 

A. I DON'T KNOW HOW FORMAL IT IS. I WOULD BE GLAD TO 
TAKE THAT QUESTION AND SEE THE DEGREE OF FORMALITY AND, IF 
IT WAS BEGUN ON A SPECIFIC DATE, WHEN IT WAS BEGUN. 

Q. WHO IS CARRYING IT OUT? 

A. AND WHO IS CARRYING IT OUT, YES. 

Q. IS IT BEING CARRED OUT BY A COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
OF WHICH MR. VEST IS CHAIRMAN AND MR. SHULMAN IS ADVISOR? 
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A. I WILL TAKE THAT QUESTION. 

Q. TOM, WHAT DOES UNDER REVIEW MEAN? DOES THAT MEAN 
THAT THERE WAS A DECISION TO SELL AND THE SALE IS BEING 
RECONSIDERED? WHAT IS UNDER REVIEW? CAN YOU PLEASE BE A 
BIT MORE SPECIFIC? 

A. I AM SAYING THAT A NUMBER OF OPTIONS ARE UNDER REVIEW. 

IN THE TWO SPECIFIC CASES, WHICH I WAS ASKED ABOUT YESTER- 
DAY AND WHICH YOU ARE ASKING ABOUT AGAIN THIS MORNING, NO 
DECISION HAS BEEN MADE AS TO WHETHER THAT WILL GO FORWARD 
OR NOT. 

Q. TOM, AT WHAT LEVEL HAS NO DECISION BEEN MADE? HAVE YOU 
NOT DECIDED WHAT RECOMMENDATION TO MAKE, OR IS YOUR 
RECOMMENDATION MADE BY THE PRESIDENT NOT DECIDED? WHERE 
DOES IT STAND? 

A. ALL I CAN SAY IS THAT THE GOVERNMENT AS A WHOLE HAS 
NOT YET MADE A DECISION. I AM NOT GOING TO BE ABLE TO GET 
INTO THE RECOMMENDATIONS WHICH MAY OR MAY NOT HAVE BEEN 
MADE FROM THIS BUILDING. 
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Q. DO THESE OPTIONS GO BEYOND TRADE AND EXTEND INTO OTHER 
AREAS? 


A. YES. 

Q. THIS INCLUDES TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY? DOES IT INCLUDE 
CULTURAL EXCHANGES AS WELL, THE WHOLE FABRIC OF THE RELA- 
TIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO SUPER POWERS, EXCLUDING SALT? IS 
THAT WHAT YOU ARE TELLING US? 

A. I AM NOT IN A POSITION TO BE TOO DETAILED WITH YOU, 

BUT THERE ARE A NUMBER OF AREAS WHICH YOU ARE AWARE OF IN 
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WHICH WE AND THE SOVIET UNION COOPERATE. THOSE ASPECTS OF 
THE RELATIONSHIP ARE UNDER REVIEW. 

Q. IS MBFR SPECIFICALLY EXCLUDED? 

A. I DON'T KNOW. 

Q. TOM, ALSO ON THE SOVIET UNION, HAS THE SOVIET FOREIGN 
MINISTRY ADVISED THE EMBASSY AT ANY POINT IN THE COURSE OF 
THE SHCHARANSKIY OR GINSBURG TRIALS AS TO WHAT IS GOING ON, 
OR ARE YOU RELYING ON PRESS ACCOUNTS AND RELATIVES' RE- 
PORTS? 

A. I DON'T KNOW. 

Q. ALSO ON THE SOVIET UNION, THE ABC TELEVISION NEWS RE- 
PORTED LAST NIGHT THAT THE SOVIET UNION THREATENED TO NAME 
ANOTHER AMERICAN DIPLOMAT WHO WAS EXPELLED FROM THE COUN 
TRY LAST YEAR FOR ESPIONAGE. DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING ON THAT? 

A. NO. 

Q. WAS AN AMERICAN DIPLOMAT EXPELLED FROM THE SOVIET UNION 
LAST YEAR? 

A. THAT’S TOO GENERAL A QUESTION FOR ME TO ANSWER, I'M 
AFRAID. 

Q. WELL, IT'S THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 
AND I'M TALKING ABOUT A DIPLOMAT AT THE UNITED STATES 
EMBASSY ON CHAIKOVSKOGO RING. 

A. YES, I UNDERSTAND. LET ME TAKE THE QUESTION. 
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CHRISTOPHER 
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